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SUBJECT: ISRAELI REACTION TO ATHERTON TESTIMONY BEFORE HIRC 

1 . THERE HAS BEEN RELATIVELY LITTLE ISRAELI REACTION TO 
THE U.S. VIEW OF THE STATUS OF MIDDLE EAST NEGOTIATIONS 

AS EXPRESSED BY ASSISTANT SECRETARY ATHERTON BEFORE THE 
HOUSE INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE JUNE 9. THE 
CABINET COMMUNIQUE FOR JUNE 12 STATES SIMPLY THAT 
FOREIGN MINISTER ALLON "REVIWED. . .THE TESTIMONY." 

MAARIV REPORTED JUNE 13 THAT ALLON HAD TOLD THE CABINET 
THAT ATHERTON'S REMARKS WERE EXPRESSED "IN A MANNER 
CONVENIENT TO ISRAEL." (THE OFFICIAL COMMUNIQUE IS 
SILENT ON THIS POINT.) 

2. HAARETZ EDITORIAL CITED IN TODAY'S MEDIA CABLE 
(TEL AVIV 4200) IS ONLY OTHER REACTION. 
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